
 SAWBRIDGEWORTH TOWN COUNCIL

MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes

of the Meeting of Sawbridgeworth Town Council held at 7:30pm in the Council Chamber, Sayesbury Manor, Bell Street on Monday 27th March 2023.

Those present

	Cllr Eric Buckmaster

Cllr Ruth Buckmaster

Cllr John Burmicz
Cllr Craig Chester

Cllr Annelise Furnace

	Cllr Nathan Parsad
Cllr Greg Rattey
Cllr John Rider 

Cllr Reece Smith

Cllr Angus Wyatt

	
	

	In attendance:
	

	Christopher Hunt - Town Clerk
	Jo Sargant - Projects Manager

	Press – Chris Carter
2 members of the public
	

	
	


Welcome by the Town Mayor followed by thought of the day Cllr Burmicz
	22/146
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr Angela Alder
Cllr Fred Parr
[prop Cllr Burmicz; secd Cllr Chester]


	22/147

	DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST
Declarations of Pecuniary Interests.

None declared.


	22/148
22/149

	PUBLIC FORUM

To receive and respond to questions from members of the public on matters within the remit of the Town Council.

Questions were received from Mr David Royle 
1 This Council approved a flag flying protocol at the February meeting. Will it now consider erecting a flagpole in the beacon area so that any flag(s) flown are more visible?
Response from the Clerk, the placement of the flagpole next to the beacon would introduce health and safety issues and the purchase and fitting has not been budgeted for in the next financial year. The Clerk will continue to look at other options.

2 When will the planned support package for Ukrainians in Hertfordshire to enter the rental sector be finalised and what will it contain? It is needed now.
Mr Royle stated he had found the answer online to this question since submitting it.
MINUTES

Resolved: To approve as a correct record the minutes of the Meeting of the town council held on 27th February 2023 (M08). One amendment to be made in regard to Cllr Alders update which was completed.
[prop Cllr Burmicz; secd Cllr R Buckmaster]


	
	

	22/150
	PLANNING COMMITTEE
Received and noted: the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 27th February 2023 (P14) 
Received and noted: the draft minutes of the Planning Committee held on the 13th March 2023 (P15)

	
	

	22/151

	MAYOR’S CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATIONS

To receive new Mayor’s appointments and communications:
· Cllr Greg Rattey updated members on the events he has attended this month.
· Had completed a report for the Flyer reporting on his two years as Mayor.



	22/152
22/153
22/154
22/155


	REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS

Received and noted: Representatives reports from:

· County Councillor E Buckmaster
Referred to his report and several projects he was working on were progressing.
· County has received a grant from Defra for £126,000 to complete air quality work in Bishops Stortford, Hertford and Sawbridgeworth.
· Hertfordshire Childrens Services had an OFSTED inspection and received an ‘outstanding’ report
· Has asked for contact with Essex to explore reciprocal arrangements regarding the use of recycling centres across the Herts/Essex borders for residents.

· Has been investigating utilities and roadworks and has asked directors to ask utility companies the condition of the services are due to the recent failures and road closures and flooding.
Question

Cllr Furnace thanked Cllr E Buckmaster for exploring the issues with the recycling centres. 
She raised that the Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plans (LCWIP) are starting, this was after a motion supporting the implementation was passed a year ago by Sawbridgeworth Town Council.

Response

Cllr E Buckmaster responded to say there is still confusion over the use of recycling centres by residents crossing from either county to use these facilities. East Herts has three recycling centres available for use and within 20 minutes of Sawbridgeworth, some authorities residents will need to drive 20 miles or more for their facilities.
The LCWIP has been introduced at County unfortunately the pavements in East Herts are narrow to produce cycling lanes but safer school travel will be on area receiving scrutiny.

Question

Cllr Chester asked if work was planned for the constant flooding at West Road or would this be completed when the junction is upgraded.

Response

Cllr E Buckmaster has been chasing an update for the flooding and the junction upgrade plans but still has not received an update from officers.
· District Councillor R Buckmaster

Referred to her report and updated that the Village Seven application was submitted last Thursday and had been passed. This was after seven hours of scrutiny and she had voted against the application due to concerns of the infrastructure
· The Clerk read out the police report from PC Shelly Marshall and highlighted the following crimes recorded last month.

1 x burglary dwelling.
4 x theft from motor vehicles

2 x theft of motor vehicles 

· Cllr R Buckmaster referred to her report and stated SYPRC welcomes Cllr Smith as the new treasurer. There is a forthcoming film club and the ongoing cooking club is proving successful. The committee has asked to increase hire fees to cover the increasing cost of services. Funding is being explored for the building’s extension and heating upgrade. 
The RHSO will be holding a juice stall at the May Fayre.

· Cllr Furnace wanted to raise awareness of the clean air campaign and thank Sustainable Sawbridgeworth group for raising awareness. The County Council Clear the Air campaign will be tailored for Sawbridgeworth and consultation has started.
TOWN MARKET PLANNING
Resolved for the Council is to establish a Market in Sawbridgeworth in accordance with the provisions of the Food Act 1984, part III, and proceed to seek planning permission from the Local Planning Authority.
[prop Cllr Chester; secd Cllr R Buckmaster]
TOWN CLERKS REPORT
The Town Clerk read the highlights from his report, he thanked Cllr Smith for his support in selecting the office VOIP system saving 50% on the current phone system.

Idling enquiry with County and District had been made and enforcement would not be made but County would like to improve awareness of this issue.

He will be sitting on a scrutiny panel for the Community Safety Partnership meeting to assess the current meeting format and how this can be more affective moving forward.

CCTV cameras have been ordered to replace old CCTV cameras and will improve coverage and night time recording quality.

Anti Social Behaviour in West Road has increased police responding to calls.
TOWN PROJECT MANAGERS REPORT

Reinforced the dates for the year ahead events and that Christmas lights will return to a Saturday.

Cllr Burmicz raised his thanks for the recent Freeman award for Mr Passfield who had also been recognised by being awarded the polish army award

	22/156
22/157
22/158
22/159
22/160

	UKRAINE SITUATION REPORT
Mr Royle had submitted a report and raised the estimate for reconstruction of buildings and infrastructure due the war is 411 billion dollars. 
DEPOSIT & CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS

Noted: The deposit and consultation documents

FINANCIAL REPORT
Noted: The current Financial Report
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Noted: the accounts for payment.

ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS

None raised.
Meeting Closed 7:56 pm
Chair …………………………….

Date……………………………...
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