
 SAWBRIDGEWORTH TOWN COUNCIL

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes

of the Annual Meeting of Sawbridgeworth Town Council held at the Council Offices, Sayesbury Manor, Bell Street, Sawbridgeworth at 7.30 pm on Monday 15th May 2023.

Those present

	Cllr Eric Buckmaster

Cllr Ruth Buckmaster

Cllr Annelise Furnace
Cllr Dawn Newell

Cllr Salvatore Pagdades
	Cllr Angus Parsad-Wyatt

Cllr Nathan Parsad-Wyatt

Cllr Greg Rattey

Cllr John Rider
Cllr Reece Smith

Cllr Steve Smith

	
	


Welcome by the Mayor, 
Thought of the day read by Cllr John Rider
	23/01
	ELECTION OF TOWN MAYOR
Resolved: To elect Cllr Ruth Buckmaster as Town Mayor for the civic year 2023/24
[Prop Cllr Angus Parsad-Wyatt; Secd Cllr Nathan Parsad-Wyatt]


	23/02
	DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
Cllr Ruth Buckmaster signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took the chair.
In accepting the Office of Mayor for the coming year Cllr Ruth Buckmaster thanked everyone and welcomed everyone to the new council and explained how much the council had changed over her ten years as a councillor.

Charities for the year will be Girlguiding and Youth Create. 
Due to new members of the council, protocols for debate were explained.


	23/03
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
To receive and approve apologies for absence. 
There were apologies from Cllr Fred Parr. Approved
[A.I.F.]


	23/04
	THE MAYORAL YEAR 2023/24
Cllr Rattey recalled the years work which was to unite local business and to promote shops and traders. He identified holding the position of mayor and years of campaigning had attracted some hate, harassment and persecution all of this hate was without the help of Hertfordshire Police. He thanked the staff of the council for their support and praised Joanne Sargant for the excellent events that are delivered. 
Cllr Rattey went on to dedicate his speech to retired Cllr Pat Coyston for her dedicated commitment to the town of Sawbridgeworth. He also thanked his sister for being a great consort throughout the year and all the volunteers and town councillors who have supported him. He enjoyed visiting the schools in the town and he concluded that it has been a great two years and Sawbridgeworth is back on the map, everyone should be optimistic and the best days are ahead.


	23/05


	DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST
To receive any Declarations of Interest by Members

There were none.



	23/06
	ELECTION OF DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR
Nominations were received for:

· Cllr Reece Smith 
[Prop Cllr Eric Buckmaster; Secd Cllr Nathan Parsad-Wyatt]
Resolved: Cllr Reece Smith elected as Deputy Town Mayor for the civic year 2023/24


	23/07
	PUBLIC FORUM
To receive representations from members of the public on matters within the remit of the Town Council. 
Question, Ms Christine Carter. Raised the concerns of the lack of pavement in Vantorts and the danger this causes and was frustrated at the lack of action by the police, council and local MP. 
Her question was the house, Fairswell, 25 Vantorts Road is currently being sold and developed and has no pavement to the East side of the road, could a section of the garden be purchased by the council to create a pavement.
Response, Cllr Eric Buckmaster stated that if the land was donated, he would try and find funding to build a pavement but thought this very unlikely. He has been working on improving this junction for many years and will continue to monitor this situation.

Cllr Rattey stated he had tried to liaise with builders but they did not respond.

Cllr John Rider understood the frustration of Ms Carter and also stated that Cllr Eric Buckmaster had completed a lot of work at this 

location and also introduced a 20mph speed restriction but having asked police for enforcement this had not been completed. 

Question. Mr David Royle. Will this Council, as part of its Town Action Plan, working with the Sports Association and community and volunteer groups, (a) carry out an urgent review of existing sports, community and leisure facilities (including the library) to identify shortfalls in provision or access, given the increasing town population, (b) work with community groups and the East Herts and/or County Council to address such shortfalls, including identifying funding sources? I understand from the Chairman of the Sports Association that the outgoing East Herts Council Leader indicated awareness of the shortfall in playing fields provision and that it could form part of any District Plan review. I trust that our District Councillors will follow this up as a priority.
Response, Cllr Angus Parsad-Wyatt stated the town action plan will be realigned this year with community consultation as well as the sports clubs. Funding for large scale facilities are difficult due to the demand for savings to be made by councils but funding can be explored. 
Cllr Eric Buckmaster stated that the district plan may produce options but the sports associations and councillors need to explore any opportunities for land to be used.


	23/08


	MINUTES
Resolved:  To approve as a correct record the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 24th April 2023 (M10)
[Prop Cllr Angus Parsad-Wyatt; Secd Cllr Greg Rattey]

To attend to any matters arising from these Minutes and not dealt with elsewhere on this Agenda. There were none.


	23/09


	PLANNING COMMITTEE
Received and Noted: The minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on:

· 24th April 2023 (P18)

	
	

	23/10


	MAYOR’S CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATIONS

Nothing Received
The Mayor stated she had attended the Bishops Stortford Civic Ceremony which was a lovely evening


	23/11
	REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
To receive representatives reports from:

· County Councillor E Buckmaster reported:
· He has been working on a draft active travel strategy for public consultation
· Local highways schemes, he is still chasing the no entry into Sheering Mill Lane from Vantorts and will be holding public consultations for 20mph schemes in various locations in the town.
· District Councillor Eric Buckmaster
· Informed members East Herts District Councillors had completed their inductions and post-election showed no overall control from a single political party it is believed the Greens and Lib Dems will form the administration and the first meeting is set for this Wednesday.
·  District Councillor Angus Parsad-Wyatt 

· Nothing to add.
· District Councillor Ruth Buckmaster 
· Attended the training last Saturday for District Councillors and met all the new members.

· Hertfordshire Police 
· The Clerk read the report Crime stats from 1st April 2023

2 x Theft from motor vehicle offences

2 x Theft of motor vehicle offences

1 x Theft from shop

1 x burglary dwelling 

1 x attempt burglary dwelling

2 x burglary (business)

The new priority has been set:

To increase and maintain feelings of safety in and around open spaces in Sawbridgeworth. To increase 'feelings of Safety’ by giving visible reassurance in open spaces Monday - Sunday 1800-2200 hours.
· Other representatives

· Cllr Annelise Furnace, gave a verbal update on sustainable Sawbridgeworth, the group ran a stall at the May Fayre on the Clean The Air campaign which had lots of interest from local residents. She also wanted it minuted how good the May Fayre was this year. Council officers will be in Sawbridgeworth to promote the clean air Campaign on the 19th May.
· A successful tidy up Sawbridgeworth was held on the 22nd April

· The Repair Café was held on the 13th May 37 items looked at and 55% repaired.

· Cllr Ruth Buckmaster encouraged members to attend the event on Friday 19th May but she would not be able to as she will be in Bry-sur-Marne France for the town twinning event celebrating the 50th anniversary.

· Cllr Ruth Buckmaster updated on SYPRC and that a new manager had been appointed. 

· Rivers Heritage site held the Teddy Bears picnic yesterday which was very successful.


	23/12

	TOWN CLERK’S REPORT
The Clerk informed the new members of the current projects and was looking forward to working with all councillors on the current and future projects over the next four years.


	23/13

	COMMITTEE STRUCTURE AND MEMBERSHIP
Resolved: To agree the Committee structure for the year 2023/24
[Prop Cllr Nathan Parsad-Wyatt; Secd Cllr Eric Buckmaster]

	
	

	23/14
23/15
	COMMITTEES 

Resolved: To Appoint Members to Committees, sub Committees and Working Groups for the year 2023/24
[Prop Cllr Reece Smith; Secd Cllr Salvatore Pagdades]
DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY
Resolved: To agree the delegation of authority to the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Planning Committee for the months of August and December.

[Prop Cllr Angus Parsad-Wyatt; Secd Cllr Annelise Furnace]


	23/16
23/17

	CHAMPIONS 
Resolved: To appoint Members as Champions for areas of Council responsibility 
[Prop Cllr Salvatore Pagdades; Secd Cllr Greg Rattey]
REPRESENTATIVES
Resolved: To appoint Members as representatives to serve on other organisations.

[Prop Cllr Reece Smith; Secd Cllr Steve Smith]

	
	

	23/18

	SUBSCRIPTIONS
Resolved:, to make payment of Subscriptions for the year 2023/24
[Prop Cllr Nathan Parsad-Wyatt; Secd Cllr Annelise Furnace]

	23/19

	CALENDAR OF MEETINGS
Resolved: To approve the Calendar of Council and Committee meetings for the year to May 2024. 
[Prop Cllr Eric Buckmaster; Secd Cllr Greg Rattey]



	23/20

	STANDING ORDERS
Resolved: To approve the continuation of current Standing Orders. 

[Prop Cllr Nathan Parsad-Wyatt; Secd Cllr Salvatore Pagdades]

	23/21
23/22
23/23
23/24

	FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

Resolved: To approve the continuation of current Financial Regulations 

[Prop Cllr Reece Smith; Secd Cllr Steve Smith]
EAST HERTS DISTRICT PLAN
Cllr Eric Buckmaster updated he had met with the three developers regarding traffic movements, signage and marshals are to be put in place. Finish dates for the three sites are predicted as Taylor Wimpey at the end of this year, Barratts, June next year and the Mandeville school February 2024 Children will be accepted from September as they will have temporary buildings.

An application by Barratts to discharge the condition to deliver access from Coney Gree into the Barratts site had been refused and it is believed further design work is continuing.  
GENERAL POWER OF COMPETANCE

Resolved: To approve the continuance of the use of the General Power of Competence by the town council.
[Prop Cllr Nathan Parsad-Wyatt; Secd Cllr Dawn Newell]
DEPOSIT & CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS

To note receipt of any Documents for Noting and Consultation. 

There were none



	23/25
	FINANCIAL REPORT

Noted: The current Financial Report

	23/26

	ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Noted and Agreed: Accounts for payment.
.




Chair Signature ………………….

Date………………………………..

Meeting closed at 8:31pm
M01 Minutes AnnMtg 230515 
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